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challenged, and if the Crown succeeded in recovering
its shattered authority it was due to the dumb and
unintelligent loyalty of its Slavonic troops.

In all these movements, which were complex as all
movements must be which spread over several
countries, there was a republican element. At
different times during the course of two tumultuous
years republics were proclaimed in France and
Hungary, in Baden, Venice, and Rome. The chances
for republicanism in Europe were never so good ; the
spirit of the Republic was never so widely diffused ;
the prestige of monarchy was never so low. To
account for these circumstances there is no need to
look much beyond the character, policy, and influence
of Prince Metternich. Born in the Rhine provinces
and having experienced in early manhood the evils of
the French Revolution, Metternich had made it the
guiding principle of his life to uphold the forces of
order against the powers which make for political and
social upheaval. He had seen Austria vanquished,
humiliated, stripped of her fairest provinces by the
great -captain of revolutionary France, and the
lesson sank deep into his soul. When Bonaparte
was beafen and the Austrian Empire recovered its
position; it was Metternich's aim so to direct the
governments of central Europe that all free political
thinking should be forthwith impossible. He pro-
vided Germany with a slow unworkable Federal
Constitution exactly calculated to check the tide of
national aspirations and to secure the ascendency
of Austria. He resisted the grant of constitutions to
the several States. At the first symptom of popular
effervescence he worked upon the German govern-
ments to muzzle the Press and the universities.